
What is Honor?   By YM Cpl K. Cabrera 

On March 21, 2009, the Wil-

domar Young Marines 

helped stuff approximately 

540 backpacks while assist-

ing the Riverside Chapter of 

the American Red Cross and 

Operation Military Kid.  

There were three different 

backpacks, one for young 

girls, one for young boys, and 

a third for older kids (age 9 

to 18).  The Wildomar Young 

Marines arrived at the Red 

Cross facility shortly after 

9:00 am with 25 Young Ma-

rines not counting adult 

staff.  The Young Marines 

were quickly tasked to build-

ing backpacks, moving mate-

rials and ultimately loading 

vehicles with the finished 

product.  In addition to the 

building backpacks, the 

Young Marines (along with 

Commanding officer Bill 

McDonald and Executive 

Officer Scott Sandler) all 

recorded a video message 

directed at the children of 

military families who have 

one or both parents de-

ployed.  Many of the Young 

Marines also wrote a number 

of letters to children of mili-

tary families as well.  

While operation Military 

Kids and the Riverside Red 

Cross originally asked for 

volunteers to come and help 

between the hours of 9:00 

am and 1:00 pm, with the 

help of the Young Marines, 

all of the backpacks were 

stuffed by about 10:30 am.  

This left time for the Young 

Marines to take a short tour 

of the Red Cross facility, 

learn about the types of 

things the agency responds 

to and the equipment they 

use.  We were also reminded 

about how important remem-

bering to support the Red 

Cross before a disaster 

strikes is.  

While the primary objective 

of the Young Marines is to 

To have honor is to have 

integrity.  When you respect 

your superiors, you have 

honor.  With honor, you also 

have a good reputation and 

respect for everyone, includ-

ing yourself.  People look up 

to an honorable person.   

Finally, an honorable person 

is trustworthy, respectful, 

loyal, dignified, distinctive, 

recognized, an achiever, has 

integrity and a hero to all.  

YMõs Help òStuff Backpacksó for Military Children 
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We need your help this year more 

than ever, the Young Marines have 

lost most of their National funding 

and it is up to individual units to 

support themselves.   

 

As a 501(c)3 organization, your do-

nation is tax deductible. Please 

check with your tax advisor for 

more information. Receipts are 

available upon request.  

 

Your gift to the Wildomar Young 

Marines will help strengthen the 

lives of America's youth. It's a gift 

that will help our young people 

learn the importance of self -

confidence, academic achievement, 

honoring the contributions of Amer-

ica's veterans, good citizenship, 

community service, and a how to 

live a healthy, drug -free lifestyle. 

No matter the size of your budget, 

you can make a difference by pro-

viding financial support.  

military children.  Since we helped 

them, we got to eat a lot of food and the 

food was so delicious.  I had a lot of fun 

helping at the Red Cross.  

When I had the opportunity to go to the 

Red Cross, I was happy to help stuff 

backpacks for the children whose par-

ents are currently not with them.  Their 

parents are in the military stationed 

away from home.  It was really great to 

make a video for the children and I was 

glad to be able to do it.  We also got to 

write letters to them.  I felt so happy to 

be able to do all these things for the 

American Red Cross      by YM Pvt. I. Ruiz 

 

to Drugs.ó And if my friends offer me 

any, I give them advice about how bad 

drugs are.  Just stay in school, do your 

work and do your best in life.  

had actually tried.  I never thought I 

would get honor recruit or an award for 

Excellence of Achievement, a coin for 

Senior Leadership School and two 

plaques for graduation. Now I am a 

Young Marine Staff Sergeant.  At my 

high school, I try to carry on my Young 

Marine behavior.  There are many peo-

ple at my school who do drugs.  Kids do 

not think that they will ever be offered 

drugs at school, but it does happen.  

The Young Marines has given me the 

courage, honor and integrity to say òNo 

 I joined the Young Marines 

about 5 years ago.  When I first joined, 

I did not like being there.  In fact, I 

hated it, didnõt feel good, felt out of 

place and felt no one liked me, but all of 

that changed.  I found out that when 

they yell at me, it is only to make me 

better and to be honest, people did like 

me.  After five years of activities, in-

cluding a trip to Hawaii, Camp Pendle-

ton, and MCRD, I have had fun.  I have 

also won many awards that made me 

grateful and made me appreciate that I 

Being a Young Marine   by YM Staff Sgt. N. McDonald 

The Young Marines has given 

me the courage, honor and 

integrity to say òNo to Drugs.ó 
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Continued from page 1  

reduce youth drug use; community ser-

vice and support of our nationõs military 

are also core to our values.  The idea of 

having the kids of our unit helping 

other kids proved to be a very reward-

ing experience.  

The backpacks that were prepared are 

intended for delivery to Army Reserve, 

and Marine Corp families in Southern 

California, who have recently deployed 

or will be deployed in April, The Month 

of  the Military Child.  

YMõs Help òStuff Backpacksó for Military Children  by XO S. Sandler 

like keeping your breathing even, keep-

ing your pace even, donõt stop and let 

your heart rate go down.  If you stop 

and rest, donõt stop for long periods of 

time.  As your heart rate goes down, so 

does your energy level. Making sure 

you are hydrated is very important.  

Make sure when you go on a hike, you 

tell someone where you are going, how 

long your going to be gone and when 

On May 2, 2009, we went on a hike in 

the local hills.  Some of us realized that 

we were not in the best of shape since 

we had been hiking for about five min-

utes and they were already breathing 

hard.  Some people think that being in 

shape makes it easy to hike on rough 

terrain.  This is a common misconcep-

tion among the people who donõt like it 

very much.  Hiking is a lot of things, 

you think you will be back.  This infor-

mation can help 

save your life 

when you go on a 

hike.  

The Long Haul       by YM Sgt T. OõBrien 

 

would make the other half.  Once you 

have made the box, your injured com-

rade would sit on top.  I also learned 

survival techniques.  We put together 

survival kits, in which we included a 

trash bag that can be used as a tent or 

clothes.  We also put a mirror, rope and 

other necessities in the survival kit. 

These are just a couple of things that I 

learned during recruit training.  

During recruit training, I learned how 

to do many things.  One thing that I 

learned is how to read a topographical 

map.  On the map, blue means water, 

red means paved road and green is 

vegetation.  I also learned how to carry 

an injured comrade, with or without a 

teammate. If your only teammate is 

injured, you would put your teammate 

on your shoulders and rush him to the 

YM in charge.  If you have another 

teammate, you would make half a box 

with your arms and your teammate 

What You Can Learn in Recruit Training   by YM Pvt J. Sandler 

I also learned how to carry an 

injured comrade.  

Riverside Red Cross 
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Who We Are 
The Young Marines is a youth education and 

service program for boys and girls, ages 8 

through completion of high school. The Young 

Marines promotes the mental, moral, and 

physical development of its members. The pro-

gram focuses on character building, leadership, 

and promotes a healthy, drug -free lifestyle and 

teaches the value of truthfulness, fairness, re-

spect, courage, attention to duty and love of 

God and Country. The Young Marines is the of-

ficial youth program of the U.S. Marine Corps 

and the focal point for the Marine Corps' Youth 

Drug Demand Reduction efforts. The Wildomar 

Young Marines is a challenging, exciting and 

motivating program that requires commitment 

to excel.  

Contact Info:  

PO Box 1306 

Wildomar, CA 92595  

www.wildomaryoungmarines.
com 

CO Bill McDonald 
Phone: 951-538-1411 
E-mail: 
commander@wildomaryoungmarines.com 

Our Young Marine rifle drill team 

is coming along very well.  Our peo-

ple have been working hard.  By 

this November, we will be able to 

spin and look awesome with our 

rifles.  There is one problem I want 

to make known.  We only have 7 

parade class rifles.  Because these 

rifles cost $120, we cannot afford to 

buy these out of our account.  Any 

donations will be appreciated.  We 

will be ready to use these rifles by 

the Unity in the Community Pa-

rade in 2009 . 

Rifle Drill Team       by YM Sgt W. McDonald 
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